
A second successful year for the study

The second year of annual moult roundups targeting naturalised Barnacle Geese got underway in early July, with the aim 

of building upon the success of the 2021 catches and colour-marking more of the population.  Sites that were visited during 

2021 where again visited in this year, along with permission to catch at five new sites. 

Colour-marking more birds will allow us to understand, in greater detail, the movements of our naturalised population, 

along with looking at how sub-populations may interact with each other at different times of the year.  We are starting to 

build up some fascinating insights into the annual life cycle of this population. 

During our 2022 fieldwork programme, ten catches took place involving over 150 people who assisted us in many ways, 

from kayakers and ringers, to landowners, local ringing groups and other organisations.  A total of 1,633 geese were 

caught, ringed and colour-marked in 2022, of which 1,298 were Barnacle Geese, our priority species.  A brief summary of 

each catch and lists of the overall totals can be found later in the update.  Other species caught and ringed included 258 

Greylag, 70 Canada, 3 Snow, 1 Ross’s, 2 presumed Ross’s x Barnacle hybrids, and 1 presumed Barnacle x Greylag hybrid.

We thank everyone who has helped to make these catches possible, it truly was a team effort and without everyone’s 

support it would not be achievable.  Thank you!

Waterbird Colour-marking Group

Naturalised Barnacle Goose study

The story so far...

Over the last two years the study has now caught and ringed a total 

of 1,575 Barnacle Geese from the naturalised population.

The winter months saw birds leaving their breeding and moulting 

sites, with over 2,200 sightings received through our online 

reporting app, reconfirming some of the known links between 

sites, and shedding light on the movements previously unknown 

populations.
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Catch sites and sightings July 2021 to July 2022

The study in numbers

2,200The total number of 

sightings submitted 

through the online 

reporting app



A very early start on Tuesday 5th July saw a large team of people 

gathering in Holkham village for the second round up at this site.

Over 400 Barnacle Geese were residing in two separate flocks across 

the site, one made up of non and failed breeding adults, and the other 

flock consisting of family groups.

After lots of discussions over the radios and after some gentle 

persuasion, the two flocks on land were eventually brought together 

on the water, with the kayaking team finishing the job and encouraging 

457 Barnacle Geese into the corral! Our biggest catch!

Holkham, Norfolk

The catching week

Catches took place across England and a single site in Wales, at sites where catches took place in 2021, and new sites 

to help increase our understanding of the naturalised population.  As the study progresses we will continue to add new 

ringing sites to our study, along with occasionally catching at existing sites to top up our colour-marked population.

The first of the Barnacle Goose catches to get underway took place on 

Saturday 2nd July with the usual corral set up near to Aira Force.

A small team of kayakers set off in search of the goose flock and 

found them in their usual place at Sandwick. Given the lack of suitable 

catching sites, again the flock were brought 1.5 mile over water, with 

regular stops, to the catching area.

This flock of geese are known to frequent the Dyfi Estuary in Wales, 

where ring reading is very difficult.  To allow easier future sightings 

and understand this movement more, 94 individuals were fitted with 

white neck collars to aid easier identification in the field.

Ullswater, Cumbria

Monday 4th July saw an early start at Cleethorpes Boating Lake where 

over 800 geese (of two species) were moulting.

Previously we had only hand-caught at this site, but with a small team 

of kayakers we attempted a moult round up resulting in a small catch 

of Barnacles and Greylag.

With some time to spare before moving on to the next site, the team 

also managed to hand catch birds, resulting in a total of 46 Barnacles 

and 22 Greylags caught and ringed at this site. 

Cleethorpes, Lincolnshire
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Upon learning of a nice flock of Barnacle Geese moulting at the safari 

park, an exciting opportunity arose when we teamed up with the safari 

park’s research & conservation team.

Another early start on Friday 8th July, saw seven members of the 

Waterbird Colour-marking Group meet with a large team of safari 

park staff. Once the camels had been moved out of the enclosure, the 

round up on foot (and by drone!) got underway, navigating the deer 

herd and Yaks, and quickly saw 243 birds caught and safely in the 

corral.  

Knowsley Safari Park, Merseyside

After a bit of rest on the morning of Wednesday 6th July, the core 

catching team then travelled to Roxton where, with local kayakers and 

bird ringers, 106 Barnacle Geese were rounded up.

A series of moult catches, targeting Barnacle Geese were undertaken 

at this site between 15-20 years ago, so it was nice to have within our 

catch 34 of the original birds from this previous study.

Given the age of the colour-rings on the recaptured birds, we took the 

opportunity to replace these with newer rings.  One of these birds was 

over 19 years old, becoming the oldest bird in the study. 

Roxton, Bedfordshire

An evening catch on Thursday 7th July saw local ringers, kayakers and 

birders meeting in Frampton-on-Severn for the site’s second round up 

of the year, as a catch of Greylag was undertaken in June.

It was quite a hot afternoon, but the corral set up under a large tree 

provided lots of shade for the geese and the team. In total 82 Barnacle 

Geese were rounded up and ringed, along with a Ross’s Goose.

The group also managed to catch three birds from a family group that 

had bred nearby at Slimbridge.

Frampton-on-Severn, Gloucestershire
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The study in numbers
The total number of Barnacle Geese ringed so far 

as part of the study

1,575
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The last moulting flock catch of the season took place on Saturday 23rd 

July at Llangorse Lake near Brecon, in colloboration with the Llangorse 

Ringing Group.

The group are famed for their Canada Goose moult catches, this was 

the second year of catching Barnacle Geese at the site.  A total of 50 

birds were caught, including 41 recaptures of birds ringed in 2021.  

Nine new birds were also added to the study.

All but one of last year’s birds were resighted at Slimbridge in 

Gloucestershire over the winter months.

Llangorse Lake, Powys

After the catch in Merseyside, the team called in to York University on 

route to Scorton (see below).

York University hosts a small breeding flock of Barnacle Geese, usually 

between 30-40 birds, and with the birds being used to people the team 

were able to hand catch at this location.

During an hour or so, 23 Barnacle Geese (including eight goslings) 

were caught and colour-marked. The grounds of the University are 

also home to a small flock of Snow Geese, and a family of two parents 

and a single gosling were also caught and ringed.

York University, North Yorkshire

A catch on the main lake at Scorton went ahead as planned on Saturday 

9th July, but only a small number of Barnacle Geese could be located.

After a bit of searching, a flock of over 100 birds were found on a 

nearby farm pond and, with permission quickly sought from the 

farmer, the team undertook a second, larger catch involving 160 birds.

Most of the adults were marked with white neck collars, whilst birds 

that were too small for collars and goslings were marked with yellow 

leg rings instead. 

Scorton, North Yorkshire

Seen a colour-marked Barnacle Goose?
Sightings of colour-marked Barnacle Geese are welcome.  Report through our website 

and you’ll receive instant life histories for each bird

 waterbirdcolourmarking.org/barnacle-goose
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https://waterbirdcolourmarking.org/barnacle-goose/


Ringing totals Age totals Totals with biometrics taken *

Site New Control Recap Total Adults Goslings S T P W

Ullswater 33 - 66 99 99 0 98 98 95 -

Cleethorpes 34 - 12 46 41 5 46 46 42 -

Holkham 119 1 337 457 399 58 457 457 434 -

Roxton 71 - 35 106 98 8 105 105 87 -

Frampton 81 - 1 82 82 0 80 80 66 -

Slimbridge 3 - - 3 1 2 2 2 1 -

Knowsley 243 - - 243 158 85 80 80 78 -

York 22 - - 22 17 5 21 21 19 -

Scorton 190 - - 190 126 64 88 88 84 -

Llangorse 9 - 41 50 48 2 50 49 50 -

Totals 805 1 492 1298 1069 229 1027 1026 956 -

* Biometics: S = Skull (Total head length), T = Tarsus, P = 2nd Primary growth, W = Weight

Birds were not weighed in 2022 to reduce handling time and close contact as part of our measures to reduce the risk of avian influenza

The final results

In all a total of 1,298 Barnacle Geese were caught and ringed across England and a single site in Wales.  All birds were 

ringed with a BTO metal ring, along with a colour mark in the form of either a leg ring or neck collar.  As part of the ringing 

process all birds were aged, sexed and measured where possible, details of which can be found below.

New colour marks added to the study

This year two new colour mark schemes were added to the study - either a 

yellow colour ring with three black alpha-numeric characters, in the format 

of letter, number, number; or a white neck collar also with three black alpha-

numeric characters.

All sightings can be submitted using our online reporting app, providing an 

instant life history feedback to the observer.

Avian Influenza

With Avian Influenza prevalent in the UK this summer, it was 

important that we added various precautions to our catching 

operations to limit any transmission and spread of the disease.  

Measures included:

• Observations undertaken at proposed catching sites on the 

run up to catches to identify any sick, dying or dead birds

• All catch equipment, including netting and kayaks, were 

sprayed down with Safe4 disinfectant after each catch

• The footwear of all persons attending each catch were sprayed 

down and clothes washed before handling any other birds

• The core catching team, who visited each site, all had their 

footwear sprayed down too and a change of clothing between 

each catch site

• To reduce handling time, close contact and stress we suspended 

the weighing of geese this year
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And finally...

Thank you to those who have donated money to the study. Your valuable contribution will go a long way in helping to buy 

rings for future years. As many members of the group work for or are associated with professional organisations, many 

think the project is run and funded by organisations such as WWT or BTO however the project and its funding is entirely 

voluntary, so everything is being undertaken in our own time and at our own expense, costing roughly £2 per bird - with 

over 800 new birds caught this year, and over 1500 for the study so far!

We know that some ringing groups ask for a set fee or contribution for joining in their ringing activities. As taking part in 

a moulting goose catch is a rare opportunity and we’re keen for everyone to have the chance to take part, we didn’t want 

to go down this route. We are really grateful for everyone’s help with our catches, and we get a lot of satisfaction knowing 

that people have enjoyed the experience and have (hopefully!) benefited from it in their ringing careers.

If you would like to, and feel that you can contribute towards the cost of rings, we’ve

set up a GoFundMe page.  All proceeds will be put towards the purchase of rings for

future years. You can find the page online here - https://gofund.me/3fccb5c4 

Very best,

Kane Brides, Scott Petrek and Stephen Vickers

with Dan Gornall, Jonny Cooper, Heather Dixon and Robin Owen.

Monitoring breeding success

The end of July into early August will see the start of our new 

breeding success survey.  The survey is timed to take place before 

the geese depart from their breeding and moulting locations, and 

before birds arrive from Svalbard and Greenland.

We have been in touch with various sites who are geared up to help 

participate, however if you know of a flock of Barnacle Geese and 

would be willing to help count the number of adults and goslings, 

please get in touch to check whether the site isn’t already being 

covered. Detailed guidance on the methodology, and how to age 

Barnacle Geese in the field, will be provided.  

Please contact kanebrides@gmail.com if you are interested in 

helping.

https://gofund.me/3fccb5c4

